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                       THE  “LOG”     -    NOVEMBER 2011 

 

As this will be the final issue for 2011 we wish all our readers 

 

                 A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 
    Let us get a good start to the season. Read the enclosed flyer regarding our  

  Christmas Cruise and then telephone or e-mail the Hon.Secretary and put your       

                                                       name on the list. 

 

 Thankyou to our sponsor  VICTORIAN REGIONAL CHANNELS AUTHORITY 

          The Company of  Master Mariners of Australia Limited.   ABN 64 008 643 552   Melbourne Branch 

                             MASTER: Her Excellency Ms Quentin Bryce AC Govenor - General of the Commonwealth of Australia 
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                                                                   NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

  

  1st  All Saints Day 

  2nd  All Souls Day 

  3rd  Independence Day - Panama 

  $th  First Day of Hajj - Islam 

  6th  Guy Fawkes Night - U.K. 

  7th  Finnish/Swedish Heritage Day - Finland 

  8th  St Demetrius Day - Serbia 

  9th  Inventors Day -  Austria, Germany and Switzerland 

  10th  Heroes Day - Indonesia 

  11th  Armistice Day 

  12th  Birth of Bahai’U’ llah 

  13th  Remembrance Sunday 

  14th  World Diabetes Day 

  15th  Republic Day - Brazil 

  16th  International Day for Tolerance 

  17th  International Students Day 

  18th  Independence Day - Latvia 

  19th  International Mens Day 

  20th  Black Awareness Day - Brazil 

  21st  World Hello Day 

  22nd  Independence Day - Lebanon 

  23rd  St Georges Day - Georgia 

  24th  Teachers Day - Turkey 

  25th  National Day - Bosnia-Herzegovina 

  26th  Feast Day of Stylianos of Paphalagonia 

  27th  Holodomar Remembrance Day - Ukraine 

  28th  Independence Day - Mauretania 

  29th  Liberation Day -  Albania 

  30th  CoMMA Melbourne Branch - Christmas Cruise 



5 

                                                           COURT MEETING 1600hrs 26th October 2011 

 

Seven members of the Court were in attendance.  Three members were apologies. 

Minutes of previous meeting.  Read and accepted. 

Matters arising. A member who has been unfinancial for some time and is not responding to corre-
spondence has been removed from membership. 

Capt Sid Lambrick, regrettably, can no longer receive visitors. 

Capt Ralph MacDonell is still in good spirits and is happy to exchange e-mails. 

Readings, Applications & Ratifications. 

Anthony Richard Dear  Sydney  Reading 

Mark Turner   Melbourne  Awaiting ratification 

Rudy Rietwyk   Melbourne  Awaiting ratification 

Timothy Hooper   Newcastle  Awaiting ratification 

William Hoogendoorn  W.A.   Awaiting ratification 

Upcoming Events 

MARITIME HERITAGE ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 

Anthony Mansfield will be telling us about what is involved in  

                                      “ Bringing a 70 year old steamship back to life”  

At the Port Education Centre at 1800hrs for 1830rs on Tuesday 22nd November at 343-348 Lorimer 
Street, Fishermans Bend. Melways 42 E10 

HOT FOOD: includes fish bites and chips.   MEMBERS: Free  NON-MEMBERS $10. 

Please RSVP for catering purposes to secretary@mhav.net or Andrew on 0408 033 573. 

DOOR PRIZES include 2 tickets to Lady Cutler Cabaret ($196) and Lobster Cave Dinner for 2 ($120) 

The AGM will be held immediately  prior to the presentation. 

CHANGE OF VENUE FOR 2012. 

Future meetings will be held at CQ Functions  in Queen Street in what was the old RACV Club. 

Cost per member will be $40. June, July and August meetings will be at Lunchtime.  All other meetings 
will be in the evening commencing at the earlier time of 1800 hours. 

The Court have expended a great deal of time and effort in locating this venue.  The cost per head has 
been significantly reduced and we hope that members will show their appreciation by attending more 
frequently than in the past. 
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Membership Drive. 

We need to encourage younger industry members to join. Members feedback on an incentive scheme or 
suggestions on good industry related speakers would be welcome. 

Speakers. 

Suggested speakers to date.  Frank Cronin   Naval Historical Society 

      Maurie Hutchison Shiplovers Society of Victoria 

      Natasha Wicks  Cape Schanck Lighthouse 

      Tabitha Pettitt  Economic Port Regulator & Licensing of Ports 

      AMSA   MLC 2006 

      Peter Williams  H.M. A.S. Castlemaine 

      David Sterrett  Chairman Seacare Authority 

      Bob Iverson  Beyond Blue 

      Dale Emmerton  Ro-Ros for Australia 

      John Francis  Pasha Bulker 

      Ian Thompson  Sinking of the Noongah. 

Correspondence. 

Hon. Secretary advised that she had received an e-mail from Capt C.B.Thompson promoting a book he 
has written. See elsewhere in The Log. 

Further follow up has been received from Ian Livingstone ( see last months Log) and the Hon. Secretary 
has become aware of the Maritime Research Service which is part of the National Trust and is based in 
The National Trust Library in Melbourne. It might be of interest to Members wishing to research vessels 
or sea-going relatives. Captain porteous also confirmed that the Mission to Seafarers was a good place to 
ask for research assistance as well. 

Capt David Wharington has contacted the Hon.Secretary regarding the scattering of the Ashes of the late 
Capt Alan Pearson. The Branch Master will make approaches in this regard. 

Sponsorship. 

The Hon.Secretary advised that it was a struggle to obtain sponsorship for Company events.  The Court 
would request all non-retired members to sound out their company to see if there is any interest out 
there. The more sponsorship we can obtain the bigger and better we can make the events. Both the 
Boulton Lecture and the Conference on Liquefaction were success stories. 

The Christmas Party. 

Please see pages 2 & 3 for the outcome of the Court deliberations on this topic.  The Hon.Secretary will 
advise the RACv that we will not be holding the November function there and that we planned to move 
to CQ Functions next year. The Hon.Secretary will also confirm the dates with CQ Functions. 
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Treasurer’s Report. 

VRCA sponsorship for the Log has been received. We extend our thanks. 

The Hon.Treasurer advised that we did budget for a $1300 meeting shortfall and so far we have not ex-
ceeded this so our budget for the year is still on track. 

Membership. 

Currently stands at   Ex– Officio   03 

      Life members  03 

      Honorary members 01 

      Retired members 35 

      Ordinary members 69 

      Associate members 15 

      Total            126 

Registrar.   Nothing to report. 

Branch Master.  Federal Matters—Nothing to report. 

                                          Propeller Club. MOU still being drafted ( see last Log) 

Meetings between November & February. 

Court members have agreed that an extra meeting or two of the Court may be required over the Christ-
mas/New Year break depending on developments with the 2013 Conference. 

Flags.  

The Branch Master has advised that the CoMMA flags need cataloguing. Capt Crawford has also donat-
ed a Finnish flag to the collection which is under lock and key at the mission. One ensign has gone miss-
ing. The Court also agreed to purchase a new Red Ensign as the current one is very old. 

Thanks. 

Capt N.Porteous thanked Capts Francis and Kopke for their assistance at the Seafarers Service and also 
wished to mention a special thanks to all COMMA members who helped at the Art Show. This was very 
much appreciated. 

Next Meeting. 

Due to the Christmas Cruise the next court meeting will be held one week earlier on 23rd November. 
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The Boulton Lecture. 

One of our better attended functions of this year. The talks given by Mr Sam Horgan S.C. & Mr Julian 
Burnside Q.C. were very well received. The Hon. Editor must apologise for not including the gist of the 
talks here. The copious notes that were made have been misplaced and despite a very vigorous and 
systematic search they have remained  misplaced. The one frightening detail that did stick in my mind 
was the fact , that any Ships Master rescuing  people in distress at sea could be charged with people 
smuggling if he carried those rescued into Australia.  The penalty is between 5 and 20 years imprison-
ment. This is regardless of any International Treaties that Australia has signed.  I’m quite surprised 
that we have not had a Branch Masters Sermon, sorry Homily on this subject. 
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From Nautilus International TELEGRAPH. 

Owners face growing shortage of LNG superintendents. 

Shipowners may face big problems in finding experienced superintendents to help safely operate the 
rapidly expanding LNG fleet, a leading recruitment firm has warned. 

The UK based firm Faststream says the number of vacancies for shore-based technical staff with LNG 
vessel experience has tripled over the past year. 

With the capacity of the LNG market said to rise from 300bn cu m to 380bn cu m by 2015, I believe that 
shipowners are going to be hard pressed to find the right people to manage these complex vessels, 
said Faststream CEO Mark Charman.This has always been a specialist market, but the latest DFDE LNG 
vessels are equipped with electric engines and  using propulsion systems which have not been around 
for long, so finding experienced LNG people to run these vessels is going to be a real challenge,’ he 
stressed. 

‘Seafarers serving on LNG vessels are amongst the most highly paid in the shipping industryand luring 
them ashore has always been difficult. In the UK the impact of the immigration cap has meant that im-
porting experienced superintendents from outside Europe is no longer an option. 
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Somali attacks rise to record high, but ‘success rate’ drops. 

Attacks by Somali pirates hit an all-time high in the first half of this year—but new figures show their suc-
cess rate has reduced dramatically. 

A report released by the International Maritime Bureau (IMB) in July reveals  a total of 256 piracy inci-
dents around the world between January and the end of June—up from 196 at the same time last year. 

Seven seafarers died and 36 were injured in attacks during the six month period, in which a total of 99 
ships were boarded and 76fired upon. Almost two-thirds of the incidents involved Somali pirates, but the 
report notes that ‘increased vessel hardening and effective naval intervention’ have helped to reduce the 
number of attacks resulting in ship capture—with the number of hijacks falling by 22% from last year. 

However, IMB director Pottengal Mukundan said that Somali pirates appear to be becoming more violent 
making increased use of rocket propelled grenade launchers and semi-automatic machine guns. ‘In the 
last six months, Somali piratesattacked more vessels than ever before and they are taking higher risks’, he 
added. 
The IMB report raises concerns at a growing number of incidents in West African waters—most notably 
12 attacks on tankers, off Cotonou, Benin, since tha start of march. It said  5 ships were hijackedand 
forced to sail to unknown locations where the pirates ransacked the ships and in some cases stole part of 
the refined products cargoes. 
These incidents are highly organised and involve heavily armed and violent attackers,’ the report warned. 
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UNSAID ..... 

‘She’s your command, skipper’, the Company says to me, 

For better or worse, you’re the boss of this hearse 

As soon as she puts to sea. 

‘Use your own judgement, skipper – hold her well off the coast 

Keep a true Log ... heave-to in the fog 

Safety is our first boast’. 

Slave to a berth and tradition, I listen and bow my head, 

But the orders I hear with my inner ear  

Are the ones left unsaid. 

‘The hooker’s insured, skipper – get her out and in. 

Our sailing dates and cargo rates 

Mean 12 knots – thick or thin’. 

‘From here to there is our motto. To hell with the wind and tide. 

You make these joints by cutting the points – 

Not by playing ‘em wide’. 

‘So use your judgement, skipper, but think of the penalty. 

There’s better Captains than you on the beach 

We know where they are – and they’re easy to reach’ 

The Company whispers to me.... 

 

(From ‘The Street and the Sea’ a collection of verse by James A. Quinby) 

 
James A Quinby (1895 – 1989) was a respected admiralty lawyer, actor, soldier and writer of verse who practised 
with distinction at the Admiralty Bar of San Francisco in addition to being active in the theatre, an expert horseman 
and dedicated outdoorsman.  Clearly a ‘giant’ in his profession, what would he make of the contemporary shipping 
scene ... and the continuing absence of examination by authorities of the continuing contribution of ‘unsaid whispers’ 
to many maritime accidents. 

 

Contributed by Capt E. Crawford—Branch Master. 
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From an original by the Late Jack Koskie. 

This will be my last issue of the Log as temporary acting Editor,. With the February issue Capt Wal Stuart will 
be back in the chair. Hopefully he will have more luck in persuading members to make contributions to this 
publication. Anyway I hope all our readers enjoy the Festive Season  — just don’t get too jolly  and attempt to 
pilot a vehicle, vessel or whatever. You can still be charged with over point oh five on a horse!!! 

Enjoy.   Dick Francis—wendick116@bigpond.com 
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